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Mimic's mission to help people
forget their worries

hen       Dr.       Nerella    countries having a significant

YY VenuMadhav            sits

motionless- a rare thing by itself-
there is a deadpan expression on his
sharply chiselled face, making him
resemble a statue of some Roman
warrior. But when he starts
imitating someone-which is very
often-his grim face jumps to life in
frenzy of movement and contorts
itself into various shapes.

Then staccato-style, he
rattles off, imitating some
American celebrity or an Indian
filmstar, changing his tone and
accent to reproduce an almost
original version. When the maestro
of mimicry and mono-acting gets
into his elements, there is no
stopping him.

The 56 year old mime artiste
is on a fortnight-long visit to the
UAE, enthralling audiences in
several cities. A superb actor, Dr.
Venumadhav has an excellent
command over English, Hindi,
Telugu and Urdu.

His versatality has made
him a popular figure in several

Indian population (like the US, the
UK, Canada, Malaysia, Fiji,
Mauritius and Singapore).
Dr. Venumadhav, a graduate in arts,
commerce and education - who was
given an honorary doctorate by
Andhra University-was the first
mono-actor to have performed at
the United Nations headquarters in
New York.

Says he about his profession :
"When I go on the stage, I forget
everything. It's like going to
temple". But Dr. Venumadhav is
not too pleased with the crude way
this art form is being
commercialised, "Mimics in India
are not well-versed in the
techniques of this art", he
comments acidly.

According to Dr. Venu
madhav, a mimic should primarily
be a good actor, well-versed in
mono and multiple-acting, in
ventriloquism and in delivering
soliloquies. He should be able to
imitate people, instruments and
even nature. "An artiste should
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